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the continual promise of retribution that never comes—the
promise to spank that is never fulfilled. Talk less, perhaps. Say
nothing that you do not mean, and make no promise that is
not kept. Make no promises either of punishment or reward
that are soon forgotten and never fulfilled. Thus with mother
always the same, and always to be depended upon, a habit of
confidence becomes more firmly grounded day by day; and with
confidence, the habits of honesty and sincerity tend to be de-
veloped in the child.
The Habit of Self-Control. The desire to be and to do like
the other members of the family is a very strong element in the
development of baby's power of self-control. And so in a well-
regulated family, the fact that baby is a "copy cat" is a great
asset, and makes easy the development of proper habits. Even
in the early weeks of life baby learns the futility of useless cry-
ing—of exhibitions of temper that get him nowhere. He early
learns enough of life to find out that certain things do not pay
—that mother's "No, no" is a barrier over which he cannot
hope to ride, that there are certain household conventions that
carry the day, and that the happiest and best way is always to
coincide. See chapter 42.
The Habit of Obedience. This is learned little by little,
and if there is never any break in the chain, the formation of
this habit becomes comparatively easy. The tiny baby cannot
help obeying. The first deviation is in mother herself when she
fails to carry out baby's regular plan or when, because of her
own emotional appeal, she yields to baby's tearful insistence and
does according to her mood rather than to'what is best. Teasing,
as mother knows, whether the weeping of the infant or the im-
portunate plea of the tot or older child, is one of the most diffi-
cult things to resist. But in this resistance lie the advantage
and the foundation for the successful management of the more
difficult problems when babyhood is over.
Habit of Courtesy. Here is well illustrated the great power
of example. Never-failing courtesy to the baby and the child
will have its certain reward in the development of that beauteous
grace in the child himself. Always, "please," "thank you," "I beg
your pardon," "I am sorry," the courteous "good morning," and

